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By 1820, that pop@n nﬁn@d over two milli&e in every five
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Americans.? Q
Bearing trai ivi m, risk-taking, ayfaring, emigrants
brought their
tains. A ne erican emerged: the
land preac% i ¢ father of one s
Ohio i Os:

. fine,

ty wife, t
e was specimen of the ro,
cter . independent farm

. . . oved . m
a kind and friendly, if not Pleasant companion [ gener

# vcluded [his storieshgith a song. . . .° ~
'~ Arrgans like that Ke ian fought and @ced s, hunted m

g elled trees, built s, planted crop med ments, im-

¢ mlaws, and grantegd land titles. Natura] 1 apes Itered subtly
#ﬂdigenous peopl&er millennia tr ed #Wiftly in the hands
European Amerj and their Afri meri es. Maps once

° 011ed with the hachures of unknown physical geography were

ew territories, n
Of the trans-Ap
gained statehoo
diana, Mississippi, aid
n in 1821, the fifdt state

O ~ redrawn with th ght lines of po'l$
settlements, neg states, new counti

b ¢ lachian territggigs, Kentucky, Tennessee; and

y (1792-1802); isiana followed i 12, t

y A Ilinois during 1816-8. Misso@d th

Q entirely t the Mississippi

Se coaxed impressiv@vests the valley’s fertil sina
remar short time. O ric A ields exceeded person-

e Navigator, Contaill ections for ;g-vigating the Mononga@ffllegbeny, Obio,
ississippi Rivers (Pittsb : Cra Spear and Eichbaum, 18%%), iii; Pamela D.

rcéneaux, “The Navi Quarterly 25, no. 3

ummer 2008): 6—8. Population fi mputed by Richa mpanella based on

unty-level data from the U.S. C@ 1790, 1810, and 18 digitized by the Na-
tional Historical Geographic Information System of the Uni of Minnesota.

3. Timothy Flint, Recollections of the Last Ten Years . . w

(Boston: Cummings, Hillard, and Co., 1826), 34-36.
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\ ly icebound rou
v&n contrast, the giprd alternative—t ernoutly shipping down
° e Ohio and Miss i to New Orleans—offered cheapest, easiest,
O '~ astest, and cli%ically most cong; way Western shipme
to market. Use e prehistoric ti is ro sted increased trE
fic with the E colonization of t issisdiyni Valley. By the },b;

shipments of furs from er Louj flowed downri
New Orleans at rates of 80,0@@ sterligy per year, and i

eased
in Spani onial times to ar 4 r@annually.5 The at&ive—
b

ness of t uthern route in d su ally after regular boat
servic menced on the iﬁ sipBi iae late 1810s, gi ermen

eturn home swifi

gre n after new pack ssenger)

line an running coa e be ew Orleans andiNew York in
t@zOs, opening the Easte arkets to WesteO( orts. Sixty
e,ed dramatically af 25, when the newly
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ened Erie Canal connected thw Lakes with the H iver and New York
City.
5. Harry A. Mitchell, “The Development of New Ot s a Wholesale Trading
Center,” Louisiana Historical Quarterly 27, no. 4 (October : 934-939.
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thousand tons of ¢ i the trans-App 1an West arrived
in New Orleans j ; , that figure rosg 06,700; by 1830,
it more than d 0. For the first of the nineteenth
century, shippi ississippi throug Orleans accounted
for the ove i iatity—between 99 and, 100 percent—of freight
shipments ssippi Valley. (T ute also dominatgd,im-

standardized ma tured goods, tho oa

s.) The Souther te, quite simply, d the

portatio, i
lesser d han

@)ﬂg on the extreme Mgt of the longest riv, ‘e orl
rleans commands e commerce of t ense ter-
ritory. . . . You may [sail for] 1000 miles from New Orlé
the Red river...u rkansas river; . . Qg the Mi
e falls of St. Antho nd]
eans up the Illinois~*%the big

nd its branches . . .
. the Cumberland, -

distance from Ne

its left, a

An ever-ggglving progression $ercr mpanied the riv&ased
n West. The ear,

economi elopment of the “Appa white
explor opted lightweigh h-barlf ofibison-skin can ns di-
rectly, natives. Chea onstﬂ* aneuverable, a ily por-

tag noes satisfied th or irement to travel y and ef-
ﬁw y. Those needigg ul b elts built larger ¢ or replaced

ns University Press, 1975), 5- minology of Albert

E' Erik F. Haites, ] ak, an M. Walton, Weste iver Transportation
he Era of Early Internal e[opW] 1860 (Baltimore ndon: Johns Hop-
) 26,

drawing upon
Kohlmeier. @

7. Charles Sealsfield, The Americans As They Are; Describggan' Tour Through the Valley
of the Mississippi (London: Hurst, Chance, and Co., 1828@66 (emphasis added).
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en the West and ast from late co tm\
ears.® Reveren the great river, a and\

gically situated c@f New Orleans, e axi
arles tield echoed the ents of many e wrom
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them with sturdier@gu s” ugout canoes” offgrying sizes. Jona-

than Carver, trav; in merica in the 17, observed that
French@rs wh . the head br s of the Mis-
i ! to pur furs[,] make of [t llow ash tree]

siss
. by excavating_ th@n with fire, and
e eted convey in th, e produce of the1r
ns, where they fi od market for bot
argoes.® b
arie Perrin D described in 1 o~

m a 50 oat made of a hol ee, Wthh ma y e na-
tio loyed at the tim e discovery of A a. The #
Qre which grows extraordinary e tre
requently used. V%i dried, it is extr@ght m
Some of these plrogues are so small, that a ma
bnd upright in th ithout fear of falh . others o

' ntrary carry bCSl number of men, p ns su i
for a voyage of m onths m

1ersmen modifie these indigenous d i need. Split-
ample, broad-
and light cargo

\ a hollowed log affgnserting planks i
o ends produced a more

ed a pirogue intd 2 #skiff,” capable o
a more stabl er. Tapering a skiff’s blu

maneuverable s risk, more spa

s even a sail), an

‘ ’ '~ 7 The improve@ mea
more power, rrgoars and poles inls ter (p
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N .
y

«

River cr onstruction adv ewn lumber camto

A replace dug-out logs, as wat Is supplanted afes and
saws, an@egs and iron naj new and cord. sign

Q elemen ow, hull, stern, ge sp and on-board she were
tweak@cordmg to mater, a ents. Experime n flour-

ished F¥he first thing that er from the Atla wrote an

onathon Carver, Tmfu /)raug/) Interior Parts of Norz‘b—grica, in the Years
766, 1767, and 1768 (Lﬁtngla thon Carver, 1778),.497.
9. M. Perrin Du Lac, Travels T W Two Louisianas . . 801, 1802, & 1803

ondon, England: Richard Phill 7), 40.
10. H. E. Hoagland, “Early Transportation on the Mis i, Journal of Political
Economy 19, no. 2 (February 1911): 111-112; Haites, Ma Walton, Western River

Transportation, 13-14.
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Easterner in the 18#

is the sin
eties of]
lan
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dom an@fivention .
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enibus purposes of ercial transpor was p off
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~ typ&ies emerged. ° m
L& O N I3y
\ Q much downrive fic in the eigie cenfir simple raft of
° ad to suffice. Adviiles in orking enabled m
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to the foreign c1 New, Drlcans occurred in
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Q tablished&cret alliance wi e Spa in New Orleansmaccept
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o be a key forcedfé
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o West-

New ns market woul nce
ern opment.”* The ves oak, poplar, or &—“clumsy
: o
. Fl

int, Recollections of the

st Ten s, 13-14.
Hulbert, Paths o omme
13. “The First Flat Boaton t isstppi,” Hazard’s Reg@f Pennsylvania, ed.
muel Hazard (Philadelphia: W1 . Geddes, 1834), 29 an earlier document-
ed journey, see “Down the Mississippi in 1767: The Journey orge Morgan,” Times-

Democrat (New Orleans), October 23, 1905, p. 10, c. 5-7.
14. Harry G. Enoch. Original Journal of John Halley oj@‘ rips to New Orleans Per-
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construction,” obs on 1, “but very bur ome”—typically
measured twelve in width and tw our times that in
length, capable ears and nearly ten
times that am Further enhancefhieft introduced on-deck
cabins—so elter the crew and pro-
tect cargo. i etimes called a # et, caboose, or wignzam)
covered “ark,” for its rese nce
to Noa@ In other sources oats are referre osely
as “flat-bottomed ) “barges” (a ter o applied to skifi rafi

or “boxls. ed them by th gin or destinatio

lea r “Arkansas boa their cargo (“to o

or gmattle he French cal em woitures (C tlmi‘riage

c}@s (raft ost famously fla were called “br&orns,” -

for oars or “sweeps {igptruding on eac

the orns traditional nted on the p

Captains often christened tii¥ir flatboats with tic o msical
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ation (True Pov-
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formed in the Y59789 & 1791 (Winc@KY: Bl ss Heritage Museury, 2004),
§ 2-3. \u g
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15. Est g I, O housand Miles, T, the
Western St and Territories,” in(fan) Wester, vels 1748-1846, ed. Gold
Thwait veland, OH: The Aght a pany, 1904), 8:2 ites, Mak,

~ississippi, Over Se% ears Ago,”
a , section F, p. 14, ; Hoagland,

ortation on the issippi,” 119; bert, Paths of Inlan@nmerce, 64—66;
as Ashe, Travels in Amegtta Perfo in the Year 1806 (Londotf®*Kichard Phillips,

8!!3;, 59.
gll Names culled from arfi s, Microfilm #75@N420, 1806, New

rleans Collector of Levee Dues- rs of Flatboats, Barges,“Rafts, and Steamboats
!ﬁn

Western River Transfgrt&ion, 1

in the Port of New Orleans, and Survey of Federal Archiv ouisiana, Division of
Professional and Service Projects-Works Projects Admini , Flatboats on the Mis-
sissippi in 1807 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University,
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oitaw as made clear by 4@s antebellum busi-
more than a qua@ular floating
g tin—a capacious ing tub, com-

lanks, and provide wilh a crude kind of
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1d

on ti

ts on the
rteen feet,
the falls of
y were after-
s @ratis. A steering
each side usu-
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the vessel in deegacurrentggyhile poling skills and
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O
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abated, and dema
also gave Wester
ing up the subs
peratures and
winter and

r th ir@ds increased. D ng at year’s end

& ing to do after arvest, while free-
i r planting. But i meant frigid tem-
the river upon r ing. Alternately, late

to
cts,
termi epar-

although most flaghoat cargo—grain, flgur, whisk stock,
emp, lard, and ed or salted me uld t anytime.

ed The Navigatoo

dbars. Certai

u
Co

The best seasogs for navigating the and
&g season commenc of the
ly happens abo i ebruary,

od for about three months and sometimes

throu t month; when the Negins t&m and the river

closeb °

Upon cutting loose, flatb did_tlgmicDest to exploit evghy river
ce

advantag dodge every hi . avoided the fricti duc-
ing, demtrewn, shoal-cho anks, rring instead ms deep

t
and br alweg. Maintai the (whose trajecto ned left
or 1j epending on the der)fas Thore difficult tha ems, re-
quiggng significant hum ce a crosscurrents, strc&;vinds, and
0 ing obstacles. ing, docking, and dislodgiu?om sandbars
\ired special bragn apd teamwiyrk. Veterans handled these challenges

Q S

22. Louis A. Warren, “A Riverside Lincoln Memorial,” In Lore: Bulletin of the
Lincoln National Life Foundation, no. 553, November 13, 1
23. The Navigator, (1814), 36-37.
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skillfully; greenho ere a rent matter. “[ n merchants are
young[] inexperi shed with the i a fortune before

them,” admonis z‘or they hastll a boat, load, jump

into it themsel y to eering oar, and to the hands to pu//

out.”** Onl oon w ey find themselve plrahng uncontrollably

at the mer a com nd unforglvmg it got worse dowgmziver,

accordl 1s 18 ount: ‘w
yage the Mississippi is 1fferent from one

the numberless vements arrest t
he gentleness of t rent affords time t
ousand beauties o delightful stream

ippi you are descf¥gg through an 1
wilderness, [deali ith] the rapidity of stream,

e tructed with endless isl , sandbars, snags S, anw
25 6
S. ...

Fro perspectlve of a oat captain, a tri ew s COHStl—
litany of decisio worries for whi bore esponsibil-
om the perspec ive ot a new hand bar yond other’s care,

Voyage represente hard work, on-the- rningy ocMisional danger,
edorn fun, pee etition, persist scomf@it, thlqué indulgence,

nd eye-openin
Life on boa ant tedious hou exp to sun, wind, rai
and cold, as ¢ embers stumb gﬁs t ling floor cram
with barrels, , stacks, and sometiifles liveljgimals. Boatmen t
eat heartily, gh by no mean ectably, eir cargo consist f

edibles. Typical fare included “th al we taples of corn, pgtatoes,
hardtack meat,” cooked in“Sigymos onal of ways.? of
five, tra on December 34, enipyed an on-board Yu feast
of “the@\k of a shoulder, drit;l kins, corn dod coffee,”

2

prep a full-time coo
id., 38-39. L/ # E
2 ew-York, Penn-

hr1st1an Schultz, Travelon an Iaa’ Voyage Through the Stat

11 nia, Virginia, Ohi ky and Performed in Years 1807 and 1808

ew York: Isaac Riley, 1810), 2:164 Q

26 Leland D. Baldwin, Tl)e nge on Western W, ittsburgh: Western
Pennsylvania Historical Survey, 1941), 87.

27. Asbury C. Jacquess, “The Journals of the Davy Cro, commencing December
20th, 1834, Indiana Magazine of History 102, no. 1 (Mar 6): 10.
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Fish and game @d b t@h victuals and andging sport. Catfish,

buffalo fish, pike, , suckers, herri ad, eels, and soft-
shell turtles cou etted, or trapped rkies, pheasant and
partridges, are erous he Ohio’s] banks;fireforted a guide; “these,
with the o# i etimes shooting bf‘rs and deer swimming
across the righkr, a pleasure to the @gggator, and form sygpptu-
ous me the ew.”?® Bankside pSligtlers and townspe”ea—

gerly ve eals. Boatmen qaifk from the river “ ; and

some suppose it . nducive to healtif I "must not, howev. tak\
from tify eddies,Z impurities accdniyiated.” \

sometimes lau@en masse from gle to

o all knew eac er and worke mme fi

atboats, for ex , departed Ch%\e, @) in

20, “loaded wit produce of the y, [bo for

30 Convoys offe otection from @CI‘S wk@get—
oats for their cash cargo. Floating

nrivergigroughly
#the sbpeed, some crews ggauld “lash” their flatgoats toget rming
a “& g town” nearly a& in size. Camar anc@vammem

/
\ see explain this arraﬁent more so than ation, ety or effi-
cw the union enable ializing, retailin@rterin butchering
¢ ivédlock for a group eal—not to menti ng u am shop” for
\ vending of spiri ecent meal wéerfbntive: the Davy
° rockett “lashed up’ “some of our hooSI¥ frien ile floating past
IS emphis in ISJﬁtivated primari}y@he culjmary expertise of Mike
bO the other boat’s rd.*! Lashing up4§ight lea frolic” and inevi

bly a “quarrel, &hich case the agg partyitissolves the partner,
by unlashin managing his own boat, i wn way. 3 (Mi

’. : steward proved®to be a fine cook@ trustm\y crewmember. But he

had enemigs, a dark past, and* on Ai d. He was murdefid four
days afte lash-up.) ° 0

9 g¥ 5
Barn@lisasters, a flatb 1
t ive to seven weign

428. The Navigator (1814),!!— 8 ’
29. Evans, “Pedestrious Tour,” 1 Western Travels, 8:344.
n 20, p. 3.

p iy sburgh to New ans usually
days“@s typical from Pj rgh to the

30. “Chilicothe,” Indiana Centinel (Vincennes, IN), Marc

31. Jacquess, “Journals of the Davy Crockett,” 14-15.
32. Flint, Recollections of the Last Ten Years, 105. m
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Great Falls of the
with the Mississj
leans.®® Such w

burgh on June
July 31, an

and to four weeks fi there to New Or-

*e of George Hu ho departed Pitts-
d in Natchez on ] 4 and remained until
rleans on August £ Total travel time: over

@ at !iowle, five days the o the confluence

six weeks.? , however, varie atly depending ur-

rent, wi stops, nighttigwigation, and t in
which urred. One voyafle th 1800 “reached ez in m
fifty-seven days eaving Pittsburgh did New-Orleans g th'\
teen therea en full weeks, fefite with numeroudyfldvent

and

pes fr

eypnavigatio

n provements, m
A

O
anents @pping infrastruc all of which reduge@rip tirdts
Noc avigation rewar oatmen with doubilydaily ge,
t jeopidised them with in d risk of entanfiemiints an hes.
he
#pen
Y/ rest

Navigator advised its readers®n this important er dif] y de-
hydrological WOns. For the Ohig, the guid d that

not only squan time but increa posu bankside
z&, and recommencc

ha

m you should contgive to land as seldom,as mble; y d not
even lie by at provided you trus e cugght aiid keep
a good look g4t you have moon 0 muc etter.*
Qur for the mahannel of the Miggigsippi, ht with driftwoo
sandbars, and t rous currents, '“ i®gyst be e t how imprude

is attempting t& after night, evenwn assi y a clear moon.
That advice Qged again for thg well-trav, lowermost three 0
dred miles, wii€re the Mississippi 1 leave¥s

lluvial valley and enters
the deltaigmplain: “[O]nce arri at%u may safely pro day

and nigh river from that to its being clear, an@osing
N L]

e Navigator, or the Trgkrs Useful in Navigating the Mon, la, Allegheny,
d Mississippi RiveM Ritt9burgh: Zadok Cramer, 1806), 125 also page 37 of
edition.

. John Francis M
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t, “Th rn Journals of Dr. George Hunter, 1796—
805,” Transactions of the ericws ical Society New , 53, no. 4 (1963):
—62.

35. S. De Witt Bloodgood, A Treatise on Roads, Their lq, Character and Utility
(Albany, NY: Oliver Steele, 1838), 171.
36. The Navigator (1806), 21.
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nothing to your pr sb
ently concurred
water from Nat,
age boated fro
miles) in on!
had he not
spot flo

Ot
a rule,”
trust

t m eddies. . . ¥’ e Hunter appar-
&, having floated ght & day” in slow
rleans in seven Theodore Armit-
sissippi conflue New Orleans (1,023

a trip that would havg taken over three weeks
Lanterns, torchﬁ deck fires were to
Is

warn oncomin

e travel absolute] W]t is

wrote Vi
craft i

. 20 Still ot prob
ght if
ing i

y, floating int
the danger, an

tor
nds with statem ch as “a fine r float lear
, or “high winds .".95till blowing har. ing t y. !
tion practices c ed after 1830-34, when enry
'~ Shr ployed two spe teamboats to re bank rees and
exc meander loops. hreve’s account, oats now float
nally on the Misgpi “with as mu fety y do in the
¢ river,” and thus@ut their travel timgyi £2 B rkness veiled
\ ats beyond mer ing debris, anent men continued
° tie up at night. J&flals of the Indiana T¥tboat Crockett, which
O IS az)lrried an enor argo to New O&s in $ 1834-35, stopped
~ regularly every wn for the ni%h “loos le” between 4 a i
b ¢ and sunrise neAQgay.* ~ ‘ °
v o & ('
' § 37. The Ngaigator (1814), 165—166x # ‘
38. Mc tt, “Journals of Dr. Hun .
Q e Armitage, “Flatboz@n thew -A Diary of 1847 a Mag-
9, no. 4 (Decemb 1 273~ b
(New York: Redfiel 4), 181.

d calculated that th ge fr Albany, Indiana, togthe mouth of the
@) er spanned nine da hou aveling and the remaj (93 hours) to
ty and waiting. Wil S®Ward, Diary|of Flatboat Trip fro Albany, Indi-

\to New Orleans, Louisiandy 1839], Historic New Orleans ction, Accession
umber 2009.0139, p. after ci HNOCQ).
42. Henry M. Shreve, “Ofi isstppi Rivers: Annu rt of work done in
proving the navigation of the wd Mississippi rivers j present year, ending
30" September 1831,” as reproduced in"Daily National Intell (Washington, D.C.),

December 17, 1831, p. 2.
43. Jacquess, “Journals of the Davy Crockett,” 8-24. m
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Whether movi@ m omrews usually 8161$1 sacks or pal-

lets on deck. Nig oor, led the develop f tiny river towns,

which sprouted SO O serve the impro fleet with victuals,
accoutrements ertain , rest, and tradbspportunities. Other

towns foun uring ch or Spanish colon& times grew markedly
when the n@meric iver traffic arrived. othy Flint descriped the
atmosp t o nd

1816:

arbor in Missour a spring eveninE

the numerous rivi the Ohio and the @l

which some of thsats have not co #
;me ofgatboats seen by Fiiyd carried pine pla|°>m wi

York ts; others, manufactured merchandise from Ohio, tle and
Y # hors m Illinois and uri. Kentucky tlour,
\ whi , hemp, tobacco, ng, and bale-ro

c “great quantities tton.” Foodstuff;
t cider, dried fruitg, lard, beef, veni

¢ ) ned raw ma-
\ Is such as firew: oal, and peltri i regions, thou-
o ds of miles apar; floated to a co i ion.** In other
ases, “[s]alt, iro and peach brandy” flowed south, while “molasses,
O '~ sugar, coffee, lea hides” headed 4 ineous items such
hickory nuts, uts, pumpkins, ap, tallow, cord
b ¢ staves and h les used to make barrels, “s ” lJumber (wood
Y

make boxes crates), “biscuit” and furniture @iso
A shipped on_the homemade veggelss

arted
Posey C , Indiana, in late an idea of the re ship
Q betwee oat size and car, its 1,360-square deck,
the C t carried “1700 ,] 11,000 weig pork, 3
tho weight of beef in e steers, 15 bus oats, 40

< N O
\m Flint, Recollectioﬁmt T 103-104,
45. Hulbert, Paths of Inla ngé

46. Anonymous, “River Navig Indiana,” The Indi %gazine of History 2,
no. 2 (June 1906): 92; Survey of Federal Archives in Louisi ivision of Professional

and Service Projects-Works Projects Administration, Flat, n the Mississippi in 1807
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University, 1940), 184-18
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kegs of lard, 30 do@ ch'cl@c 40 Turkeys.™

When headi 05 plantation coun;Q atboats delivered
“barrel pork” to ters for “Meding their slaves thers carried slaves
themselves. T ary, f ample, bore “40 Baritls whiskey, 6 barrels
potatoes, 1 els & lard, 2 casks spun & and 2 negroes” to
New Orlea%ccordi an 1807 manife few miles behingygame
the Cha ith “ oes” among its toDageo, flour, butter, p nd
saddles

fus asts—,
st

st as great a m
%—cre only half the ca
tme ided the rest:

r land

ny at the vari

he Qoisterous gaiety of, ands, the cong ions, t
d the boats. . ..

d form alliances d mutual assistan

l‘ n their descent . . New Orleans. . . .

two passed in thi@ they spring on sh
m in town. It [benefits] the people of the

do not becomeftiotous in the course

Ab night the uproar is gll hushed o . Next morning
at the fir n, the bugles sougtl Every tbn and about
the boag . is in motion, [aw' alf an ) are all under
way. ‘
eet unites once t Natmr New Orleans,
and, although they live ame rj ey may, perhaps,
r@meet each other ag the%
) 0.0 ¢
o O AN o]
quess, “Journals of t@y Cr@—Q ‘
id, 22. 4 Q
narand Service Proj-

. Survey of Federal Archi

in Loufiana, Division of Professio
cts*Works Projects A ation, s on the Mississippi gz 1807 (Baton Rouge:
ouisiana State University, 1940), 5

50. William Newnham Blane, rsion Through the Unj, ates and Canada Dur-
ing the Years 1822-23, By An English Gentleman (London: in, Cradock, and Joy,

1824), 102.
51. Flint, Recollections of the Last Ten Years, 103-104. m

&

Then tEere Wi e live animals: sgmedling swine, gobblj rke)\m
cluckirfachicke ing cows, nei orses. The nerv nd c\
. as ever N ould lm
1

3
N
g
v

On



262 i Appendix A
Some flatboats doc or ext periods, servin aterborne work-
shops for tinner: ks nd toolmakers, Q dry-goods stores
complete with “ somZNnged .. . shelve thers tied up near
towns and fun d as f; using for the creffofwarehousing for their

cargo—oftMs tot pleasure of local in

An entire eﬁ)my an
Inc f navj

eepers and merchants.

atboats.
g against the currOly, flatboats never r@md

upriver. rude s were almost alfvayh disassembled at des-
tination and sold c , “for half [thei t coR

by o count, another, one-quayer their initial d er-i\
con ion ¢ latboats thus ng y transported cm they ¢
Prigad. cargo. i o

s econ challenge: how tgiiget surplus agricultgraficom s
istangBouiCes of demand at fif§gimum cost. So weli®id the oat

=g
o
IS
&

ve th lem that it rem in service for a @ aordin ong

period of time—into the 1860s, Yatliving other fro era riQraft by

3
deca § . $ $ $m~

¢ f@co the mid-1810s, travelers had two o@\s in mmg upriver.

\ first was to go bpifoot or horse the istagge. @ne second, for

igher fee but les t, greater stor: acity@some savings of
T 0s

lboat” as far upstreain as p e, then continue

be considered, Qﬁnde hhe aforementio
ot

lineage, or, in ter for ybrid of a (very 1
oat. Like a ca a keel ad a ribbed hull
rounded edges (to which was ad botto ard, hence the ngme), a
pointed nd stern, and a&lgat 11 shape. Like a &oat,
Q it was la ade of wood, I-Q flatb , drew minimal r, and
te passengers as cargo).

noes and flatboat ev boats usually re special-
e not scrapped f@glumber until
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t ere otherwise table. pletely covered ats formed
rst packet services' @ the West, ferrying passengd@falong certain
outes on a regular le. K ts were equipped with a single mast
which the crew rigged u@ e sail wheneve ds favored their
52. Ibid., 104-105.

53. The Navigator (1814), 33; Fordham, Personal Narra

és@g

Travels, 79.
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@nt. g:@eir upturned en ultiple oarsmen,

tern rivers bore agbachronistic Meso-
xplorer in 1804 ed his keelboat as
%) Their crews b£itlfd the same conditions
precisely the same jgsources: wind, current,

and m .
issi ¢ River keelboat ed twenty to six”ns,

feet long and te ifteen feet wide,
r. Larger keelbofits “sometimes dubb
ore manpower, W’c they sacrificed
maneuverabili

assault against the
and single sail, ki
potamian or Asi

W avor of the poj
d shallow. “It is

2 O
#wrotcat in 1816, “to thi forcing the boat yg against t ~
'~ rent Alny impedime#ar the shore, r:& ,
or l&iver crossed to avg em. ...”” Onc m
t w was able to row a@dinst the slower ¢ llow depths
¢ t they could “ng)les” into the m , pol sed to shoul-
\ > walk them bow- ern along narr in @s. Sails were set
o @/ d, a“c e” (towline) was m

0; enever winds bl orably. If all else
IS rown to shor wum there by dﬁwme r with the rope held

O ~ tight in his tee oped around a tree used as a pulley,

b ¢ “warp” the ves river. Lacking t!NI‘CWng ers “bush-wacked.
grabbing th nches of overhanging veg and heaving th

’. ul the

et
easts me bank would

sel upriver. ing bushes, me
§ craft upriygs by cordelle. Occ y, t e of the river fortitously
Q reversed wyankside current ing t w with a welcomrst of
speed. Sking near the bankSgfo ens certain measu, ety in

the e f capsizing, partj ly if
an culture gav 0a
tug®? ;was said to be “t t m

gers were involv
r folklore and le - A “Ken-
pole,” while Fr en proved

454. As quoted by McDer!ott, n!urnals of Dr. Ge@unter," 10.

55. Flint, Recollections of the Las@ars, 91-92.

56. Hoagland, “Transportation on the Mississippi,” 113; s, Mak, and Walton,
Western River Transportation, 15-17; Flint, Recollections of st Ten Years, 87, 91, and
94.
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more adroit with t@r. wﬂ' a fixed log, cz\$ “ceverend set,”
a

propelled the kee llowed it to eva ngers such as “rif-
tles” (ripples), ) “bends,” “wre aps,” and “shoots, a
corruption . . . g” out of control and
exposing it

dangerous ‘% s, and “sawyer8,¢
rces, w@ from the shore, drift down till t
.. nd become as fir

GOs or braq . fasten into the
when stan the forest. Shou
stril$ hese, it would i
A ing , cutting the sur f the water, ea% i
n Wh nters and sawy. oke lose en ma mat -
er,
cause
could produce “whirls, or swells, ¥ boils . . . so large a#&Sstron a boat
#is thr alfaround in pa over them, and sofaetimes s Qapidly
'\ out m. ... Foggy cﬁions forced crev&m c;&lindly to
oth ssels or to the b gauge their whe uts, exchange
tWten denigrated into*®bscenity, abuse, a@asphe . sometimes
$ # ¢ length of exch@ng musket shots.’ contj m
o The manne he boatmen are aége as Uil anguage.

o Their p i ay of life has given origin not only to an ap-

h collectively w

med “wooden-isl ... more dangezal
unpredictabilit e surrounding Thos rents

fiddles scraping contiffually a , to which you °
59

O '~ propriate ct, but to new m f enj t, riot, and
b ¢ ﬁghtin% ost every boat,'Jh lies harbour has ¢
y
4

one or,
ofteréhe boatmen danci
A Fifteen midgs a day was consi$ r an upriver—bou%eel_
Q boat. A e from New Or:an p uis could easily m hree

monthgAyery passing mile ore nging, as the g steep-
ened urrent strengthe Keel eeded larger an skilled
cre tlatboats and, ess g capacity and 1 voyages,

any rleans—based ke s ventured

clw much higher fe
\ ther than Natclfe trekked by

ere Eassengers disembarke
’. 57. Tilly Buttrick Jr., “Voyages,Qand Discoveries” (1%Ear[y Western Trav-

els, 8:59.

58. The Navigator (1814), 144, 164-165.
59. Flint, Recollections of the Last Ten Years, 15; see also @92
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s Natchez Trace e Unicoy Road,
across eastern MigdSiippi the Ohio River gy.éo Given the ease
of flatboating d i keelboating uprj t comes as no sur-
ed keelboats by a ty-to-one ratio.
riad riverine dangess. High winds produced
ioational control. Lflgening storms couldrprove
rrents that swipe oss the river witl'@ap—
ench a steering om a pilot’s hand send
ks abounded; brggefi-up vessels littere an
oated by. “Up e western rivers t
anks are numer

fatal.®*
parent g, co
avessel s

piraling.

dreds of barrels

sir a state of ruin.”®?

SS

ge i ank, its crew ine bly disappeare
boat “loaded with timber” was d drifting along
#erfro ing the week of Iggcoln’s arrival, its cr icti
'~ of cgg r accident.® On@edition approaclg ns found
ad an drifting am heir flatboats, sp pse under

twe the next day, an a third moment&r.
¢ ers were thieves afd bandits, who pre oatm
\ @g remote riverb Q

o Keelboats offe e best available sofd¥ion to priver problem,

better one. So d sailing ships, b y stru
Natchez, as sh eanders reverse€~rable

rs Qut tell woefull@t of solving it. ﬁprenﬁompeted to offer a

' §
4
Q 60. See f routes in Seymour

r's A of Travel in America apo-

lis: The -Merrill Company, 1 1:152—
61. « —A Flatboat loade Sto .., Louisiana St ette (New
ne 23, 1826, “Auctio lumn'mtephen H. Long, Acc an Expe-
it1 Pittsburgh to the Roc i med in the Years 1819820, ed. Edwin

ondon: Longman, ees, and Brown, 1823), 1:
vans, “Pedestrious n Early Western Travels, 8:260 an
. “Notice,” New Orleans A7gus, May@2, 1828, p. 2, c. 5.
. Diary of Micaja us CI anscribed in “Flat]
ans Told Of In a Diary Kept in 18 imves-Democrat, July
65. Schultz, Travels on an Inla ge, 2:137. Some sailj
upper Ohio River Valley in the early nineteenth century,

flatboats down the river for service on the seas. Frank Haj
of the Mississippi River System,” Document No. 11, Na

Voyage to New Or-
,part3,p. 13, c. 7.
1ps were built in the
re simply floated like
xon, “A Traffic History
Waterways Commission

to make it so fa
narrow river wi
precluded ta@, and shallow banks endang eep-draft hulls.
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9

ers rigged keelboat@ ho s@hering the unfor e beasts to poles
geared to paddlemrott' m awkwardly on -based treadmills.
i

The results wer ical pectator, costly fg entrepreneur, and
sometimes fat@ the h

NS
The so‘ﬂto the er problem emer
cessful and rican efforts of th
ness the pressure ed by boiling w
stea ine te 0gy to watercrafj
wo ing Philadelphia. I
i engine to a sid

onstrated a subs t model to the
tutioguas they convened in 1787—a noteworthy hi
#there§one. Further e)ﬂ(gnentation led to
o/ ring the 1790s.

spinning of cotton, diffused rapidly fi ia workshops

$ e southwestern fﬁtiler. By one acco apt. JgmeS@ivIcKeever and

\ mo anwhile, terrestri engines, m
pr ng to outwork m@d beast in everyt ing of logs
Louis Valcour e first to intr ee g technology to m
chez. But the cr n in llow water, and t
, before the co ould i onstrated.®” It s

%e Mississippi Ri 1803, building a stdamboat service between
! / ew Orleans an
existing craft desigi® couldgat be simply retrofj

O men ran out of
b became clear
4
y

with steam es; they had to edesig tirely with broadjagiit
bottoms to minimize draft an @ize c MCapacity.
Wh o became cleark at ¢ business oppo*ities
Q awaited ver came up wit opti ign and monop legal
rights ve the busiest w. ays.,.P lvania-born in obert
Fult ought to bear the ns proving both en nd craft
int .S. and France dgjag th —1800s. While i ris, Fulton
bwded the Ameri mmat steam-engine in Robert R.
\ gston, who provi he legal prowess and finan herewithal.
%ashington, D.C.: Governmentﬁg Office, December, g,ll.
66. E. W. Gould, Fifty Years on the Mississippi; or, Gould ’J@ry of River Navigation

(St. Louis: Nixon-Jones Printing Company, 1889), 3-6.
67. Haites, Mak, and Walton, Western River Transport 7.
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Together Fulton a win st@btained patents ‘$ecured exclusive
. L .

y waterways. most jurisdictions
bordering the pssippi rivers resi ranting steamboat
rnonopolies L ost important b it received the most
vingston’s Ohio Steam
. velt to conduct rgsearch
i mrking out of Pi gh
ongahela River, ompany brough
s to construct a Alo-by-20-foot vesse

on river
on the
of New

38,000.% Chris

1811 amid g gf ngs se]m

aunched in Sept
hio destined fo
»

wrote one obse ptlca d,

i giving voice t
ing up, the ide absurd one.” s war the
contraption might just perform aSpromised, “[t]he k&SBoat m owded

strange visitor aﬁnook their head([s]
& ' s $

'@\alden voyage of the New Orleans pro

amesake c1ty

Xtrao ry. That au-
e G met of 1811,
nt th fe ed that it might
f the —the navigation

lunge nearby. els at the Great Falls

a 3\
r driving a ste eel, with sails t st W

3
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obstacle whose venting portag ot undation of Louigs
ville—flowed t to allow pas he N rleans had to ret#
upriver, takin antage of the del demdgtrating to onlooke

ability to na against the cu t he er levels rose, the

the falls

Soo 1, a fire broke n a en, while anch below
Louis the passengers 0 k wave. They iscov-
ered n reaching Miss

mos erful earthqua er r in North Ameri ad altered

Orleans embarked downriver on in an gerly made its ‘{over

river town

t nnel of the M’ pi an ght devastation i
w Madrid. Ther error- rlcken people begge be taken on

’. 68. Another source holds that t Orleam measured 12 by 30 feet, weighed

200 tons, cost $40,000, and departed ittsburgh in Octobe
bers plus Roosevelt’s family aboard. Robert H. Thurston,
Steam-Engine (New York: D. Appleton and Company, 19

, with nine crewmem-
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board, while other@a steamboat more the earthquake,
hid themselves a 7 Tremors, felt away as New Or-
leans, continue eks t1nu1ng downriver;®ie vessel contended
with “shoals, s nd safgids,” some of which ecome mobilized by
the quake engers ered if the coincidgnt celestial and tectonic
?he newfangled

oddities boﬁly spiridigl significance. In

ance be
the co

or1cally signific
the trip went s ly, and on Fri

; ¢
eamboat New s docked at its n@ke

aled 259 hours. ﬁ
Natchez, explai

most sanguine

other demonstraw)
rleans “lett [here] at 11 o’clock,@ent five leagues
4 ocb proving to ske bankers and inv ors 1ts co
cap

0 Ever the ent neurs, the operat
En Turn for the hef ice of two to thre

nced freight and enger service to .71
ew Orleans sery®d for three years its hull and

it. By then, the ology had pro
Subsequent ye new steamboats onst creasing capac-
y, speed, and , promising to sform at1ca11y traditional

river travel. “T now on foot > ode o 1gat1ng our west
waters,” decla ne river guide i 1n ; “[t] 15 with boats prop
by the powegfGfsteam.””? Capt. Henry Shr ecord twenty-fiv

journey of the®0-ton Was/nngto Ne eans all the way to Lou-
the power of stea&lved

isville in 7 convinced the l
the upr1 oblem

few years of resol technfllofiical, logistical, 1 bar-
riers ly the monopol t on and Livingst erruled
by t preme Court i ats proceeded t lutionize

5@

'?l;e

. As quoted from passen )ournal Gould, Fifty Years on tl) ssissippi, 84—87.

. Not easily impr e Gaz astlcally opined, “Had Mr. Fulton’s Tor-
edoes succeeded equal to Nfs Ste 'we might now la the thunder of the
ritish Navy.”

71. Louisiana Gazette and New-Orleans Daily Advertiser, | 13, 1812, p. 2; Janu-
ary 17, 1812, p. 3; January 18, 1812, p. 2, and January 21, m .5

72. The Navigator (1814), 30.
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co ion meant larger
or swifter service.
, 73 steamboats av-
a dozen new vessels
the Fulton-Livingston

uilt each year. nty
veled the wester ers;

fortieth annivers hen

3,566 steam arrivals in a y

them from navig

aised the valu

a.

ravel

\ meoat transport r %p ort

nomic develop nd population f

o Omn Governm t10n and federal dolfars for

O '~ ments followed ng more grow amb
@ cost, time, and fort associate &

Getting from York to New Or S V1a
for example, twelve weeks 8 0, 1n

trek and a wild river journey. rip"1
steamer, under thirteen st #\
PO

eara
team technolog o a1
rleans as brigs schoo
o wind ded steam-drige whee
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3
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v
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the former fronzé
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39 via rail, stage, and
ey, posed fewer r& and

Q offered er comfort.” A ns west: for every itizen
living d the Appala 1 1 re than twelve there
inl otaling 12,984, 1 nt of the nationa ulation).
For €{§ly one acre of i d land in 1810, than eigh-
te res were underi tion in" S0, totaling 80, 63 acres from

igan to Loursrana
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“Traffic History of the Mississip

e blo omlng societ
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74. As quoted from passenger journals by Gould, Fifty
75. Bloodgood, Treatise on Roads, 171-172.
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economy soon spav@ a

uring sector; im sely measured in
the early years, i d$ allion in 1840, $1@i lion in 1850, and
$419 million in . ton exported b trans-Appalachian
s shipped in 186@° f'he Mississippi River

he vital arteries for,this explosive economic
dered them efficj
Ste tion also transfor life on the river. ”se—
powere sethme campfire sto eel- m
boats hel ears but soon deglined and mostly dis red \
their breed, offi doc\

trun pecimens, the 145t
atmen found o obs, o

ificd) “a deck-ha mate
78 Others co d to row, warp, ole tl#\—
remote tribut until progres ed th ere
0. 2
Flatboat traffic, however, al®ally increased w

€ ris steam-
#boats use they provide ift way for boatmga to return . “Ten
year, the flatboatme rned on foot %& i at hard-
S .
a
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[/

hi rote Samuel Ju 1827. “Case is n:
nefited from zero expenses, minij

es, and from thd@fact that the over to a i
#’ceamboats sent in share of th nt ﬁdities—shipping
siness onto thei ic vessels. So whil€@teamb illed keelboats,
IS ey had a sym relationship Wiﬁ!atbo . both craft types in-
~ creased in usag early four decad atboa@als at New Orle
increased fro in 1806 to 2,7 ~1ng thg season of 1846=47%
an era in whi atboats helped make downr?m ipping anywhere

two to five tii¥Cs cheaper than ‘@I‘ ship As steamboats became
more co n, larger, and mN cie ratio evened outfmply-
Q ing that WOats were no lo he ba
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they once wer tboat
traffic ew Orleans accor declfned to between 54 0 per

year b mid-1850s.2° T ntind form a part of th, uresque

;estern Riw: Transportation, 112, 917, 124-125.

. “Marine—Port de la NouVelle Orlgns,” New Orleans Bee, Febrédry 24, 1829, p. 3,
Q nd March 22, 18 c.3.8 f “Maritime” colu of Bee conducted by

aites, Mak, and

thor from April 1, 1828, , 1829.

roug
78. Samuel L. Clemens, Life onwshmzppi (New York: Hatper & Row), 14.
79. Samuel Bernard Judah, “A Journal of Travel from Ne k to Indiana in 1827,

Indiana Magazine of History 17, no. 4 (December 1921): 35
80. These figures reflect official records for years in hey are available. Actual
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New Orleans river for anGtolr few years beford@hey, too, would go

the way of the k t, t , the bateau, an rch bark canoe.
The interrupti e Ci ar helped seal t of the Mississippi
tlatboat, but lt@i caus technological pr s. After the war, new
docking fa ed barges replaced the old flatboat landing;
coal cont1 at -like barges, byt little

else. “P ys of flatboats d,
wrote o j tin 1866. In facfa) mall number of r, craft

tramps,’ as one

e Old Flat-Boati ays.”$1 ¢

Placige Abraham Lincoln’s 182;—31 river experlenc in th text of

¢ ante Western comm equires addressi ercep-
o/ tio n from the am e of that era. W, derness,”
“f] r,” and “pioneer” to mind, not to or horses,”

« ns,” and “Kaintocks.” We also conjur M1ke Fink,

ard-living boatmgia who was later m aul Bunyan—

O

iolent death in
ecause they are

“big man” cha of the Wester
823.82 These i ould not be dismisSed me

aders who squat ong
« g rver put it. Abo 0 hun
annually to Ne eans into the 1 s —the

3
N
g
v

popular; indeed, ore and tradltl now. reveal much abo E

history and ho o about makl should however
viewed in the of whatever h tor1c ta do exist, and e
refined, con ed, balanced, o unked ingly. or
If the word “wilderness” i ature ed minimally by “mod-
ern” (Eu n?) man, the cir ppalachian West& not
een wi ss for two to t eneratgons. French and Fre ana-

ian) a full centur hg land and exploi esources

ificantly higher. Haeﬂak, and Wal-

dlan s s arrived at what é called er Louisiana (fi issouri

s of flatboat arriv

probabl
estern River Transportat; 1

,21.

. New Orleans Ti ember *6 p-7c 1 pi Shanty Boats—
Survival of the Old Flat*Boati sf¥ Springfield RequSprmgﬁeld MA),
y 27,1899, p. 10

82. Michael Allen, Western Rivermen, 1763—1861: Ohio m%smzppi River Boatmen
and the Myth of the Alligator Horse (Baton Rouge: L0u151anﬁ niversity Press, 1990),
9-11.
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as much as their n@rs n

of course, did th e fo
bers and with i

n@mology allowed &Qggigenous peoples,

nnia prior, and bly in larger num-
ental impact tha popular harmony-

with-nature deed, the very rfitifin of the New World
as primeval irgin ggalderness is a somewhaf naive and Eurocentric
construct. 'g ncoln’s youth w tainly rural and
wild, b ot co te wilderness—Ie e softens the su

conditi atw eaning.

If the word er” connotes th nds at the fring
ontrol, then th ns-Appalachian
removed from t

sentatives of a giro
ied for that stat%t

e time Lincol

probably did not.

illion Americar@pulated his ho es of
Indiana, and Illinois, and over ®fie-quarter of all icans west
%alachians. Most eir settlements hag entered t ion by
enjoyed increasi strong representagmdi s. In the

182
Wo&f Maj. Stephen le, the era of the “ eye s, the “in-
i n

us backwoodsme shaped like
r’s eye) had givex@y by 1819 to tha “the numer-
emigrants who astern states.”®*
utherners also ed into the Ohio adding another
ultural dimens the trans-Appalagghian . Manifestations of a
&ities by transportati

routes; the crex of political, legaf,Nnomic nd social structures;
delineation itling of land; the planting s—took shape a

population gréW! Settlers altered 1 land¥giufies to accommodate their

needs an stantly demand improve river naWgation,
construc s, excavate cana oads.® In the twgMty years
betwe incoln’s birth and atboaflvdyages, the trans chian
West’ ulation tripled, ¢ftitfirated e quadrupled, e onnage
qui d, and the num ste s plying the regk‘ aterways

?/

Qe Landscape of

efore Columbus (New York: Knopt

. See, for example, Williath M. Déevan, “The Pristine Myth!
€ Americas in 1492»’#0]‘ the jon of American Geoggaphers 82, no. 3 (Sep-
mber 1992): 369-385, an Chz@> nn, 1491: New R@ians of the Americas

84. Long, Expedition from Pittsburgh, 1:20.
85. Curtis Nettels, “The Mississippi Valley and the Conggution, 1813-29,” The Mis-
sissippi Valley Historical Review 11, no. 3 (December 1924 ~357.
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ern yMtersin 1828, and 183 o in 1831. They
0 ton and carried aro 70 tons of carg @
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grew from zero to l@Th ssippi Valley thatﬁ Abraham cast
nd

his eyes upon in osted a small agr American society

expanding stea alon igable waterway e expense of hard-
wood forests e re s of indigenous (ciity. Members of that
new societygiged imp ¢ quantities of cropbthrough both free and
enslaved labglg and int d economically lturally with thegest of
the nati worl tensively as trans tion and commu ion
networ derness, frontier pioneers had all d, by

inated by stea and flatboats. from
gally overruled -Livingston n‘% , stea
os ;

e ence greatest surge i ductivity in th

capacity when heading upriver). ¥eelboats, unable td

boats, on the ot and, remained c
$¢:6per ton of cargo i 0 compared to

increased in nuyfnber for over a q r the rise of
edmers, although erried decreas% total cargo. A
pical professiona oat operation tra uisville to New
324 in total expegses: $73gg build the vessel, $235

sually five men or thain and $40 for

to feed them, ag in w% ge fees. The fift

rleans in 1830

hands) plus $7%

so tons of ¢ plus the sale of the vessel’s yielded total re

of around $48%and a net profit 40. 1 era when a dollar-a-day
wage wasggensidered decent ing ssful flatboat exfdition
could cor@‘sate a farmer for of his ing-season toils crew
would fairly well for fou ks of Bofintially risky bu ﬁrticu—
larly ng labor, laced dve nd enticement. l\%ﬁ\an one
tho flatboats regist t N

n’s voyages.®’

sualizing the exte Mississippt River activity exgnced by Lin-
%If a thousand flatboats per year paid

ues at New Orleans th% ority voyaged (@g the six-month

86. Haites, Mak, and Walton, Western River Transportaig QZ, 115, 117, 124-131.
87. Ibid., 21, 36, 62, 83, 124, 130, 158, 166, 168.
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this time, hundre iles westward. \m
In tra e Mississippi i era when Weste er t
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winter-spring peak: h, prox1mately 150$ats passed any

given point duri i ~season month ate equates to five
New Orleans—b er day, or abou every two daylight
hours, not inc und for interme destinations such as
Memphis, sugar coast. Accounging for those other flat-

ace to a few vesse hour or h1gher

boats migh%r
Th ¢ ay be conservatl n busier stretche ing
peak se essel arious typologie n traveled withi ting

remarkWgly preci t in 1818, “Six‘hifidred and forty-t atb
wer, ding the Mississj nd Ohio, by a peg®p 1n a st

about thirty K en rou
corroborated b atm
r in late January ‘pretty well lin &1 flat

passed us to day. mtimates go mu er: a rver
in 1816 counted two z‘boumnd boats during the“@nty-fi i

betw atchez and Louiggille, an enumeratiogthat prob mped
itin eddlers circulati cally together v&ose v engaged
in 168y distance trade.® m recollected that een t uth of the

nd New Orleans, ississippi w

\: ¢ was constantly&ed with flatboats, y all ire [dur-

ing w1nter—sw peaks] a flatboa in sigh several
could be the same time in a single coup d’oell [glance].

An account at the time of Lincoln’s 183

distance, and ha odge each other ajor stop-off poigts™By o\

O '~ The nunﬁ( flatboats thus p [an oint on the
b @ lower ri ay be estimated g than annually.” ¢

ported fc cean-going ship

steamboat ar s and departure
solely on Wabash tributa iver.
Q eamboats, and tw—mne

by Donald F. Cargiiny and Sam K.
on Creek, Parke Cou diana,” Indi-
64): 306; Jacquess, als of the Davy

88@ Weekly Register, Ju > 1818
Sw “Flatboat Bu11d1 ittl
ar@gzzzme of History 6 ecember
ett,” 20
As quoted by F n Bull be Goes Down the iver,” Lincoln Herald:
agazzne of Educatzon an mc o.1 (February 1 . See also Lewis E.
therton, “Itinerant Merchand1s1 e Ante-Bellum So Zletm of the Business
Historical Society 19, no. 2 (April 1945):'46.
90. “In Flatboat and Keelboat Times,” Daily Picayune, 19, 1896, p. 14, section
f, c. 6-7.
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flatboats arriving t uring a single wégin late November
1835, a daytime el every thirty o y minutes, not in-
cluding departu ic.”! Still anothe unt estimated “up-

wards of four i all nations ... m three deep along the

Leveé”in 1 i hat excluded the lowly flatboats.”?
Rarely i uted evenly alon river. Rather, itc ed
in diur rating nightly at &8tain stop-over poi nd

at sunrise. Rive nd atmospheric
: flatboatman W Ward, for exa
t Boats . . . 71 folfited” waiting out

e Ohio and Mlmppl 11y,

launchi

at Natchez [thr, s] on account & Fo
flowed very lo fic all but disapgea®d bec
exposed obsta s the “Mississigogell] ﬁf

ow t th of the Ohio” ring 1826, for kanle, “s
atboats” traveled between Loui®ille and Natchez.
uch is clear: theghdississippi River of Aincoln’s C\Qted an
pulsating strea#rafﬁc bearing &1’( of er-grow-
s-Appalachian o New Orleans the t and best
Over 99.8 percent®307,300 tons in alone ived at that

wharves, guidedhthere by an esti who worked
Western rivers.”> Orleans for t of their lives,

° Q place where mo as made, busmess iati ere established,
ocial networks woven, cultural tigits wereg
¥/ ’

orted and exported,
O ~ and fun was h early as 1796, ? er noiﬁat people in wha
Q n

now Indlana s of New Orlea itw walk of half an
[away], thou is fifteen hundred rmles do river.”’® So conn

was New O s with its stea Velop interland that the first
volume ofgesrse ever pubhshec& 1113 atured the Louisi#fga city
Q promme ° 0
& ' §
e Wabash,” Daily Ngg shlngton D.C), M , 1831, p. 3;
rleans, Dec. 1,” Mac ly T Georgia Telegraph), ber 17, 1835,
/
. Ashe, Travels Performedin 1806,

. Ward, Diary, T Access%nber 2009.0139, p. 53.
; June 2

91

94. Louisiana State Gazet

95. Haites, Mak, and Walton, Rwer Transportatio —125; Bullard, “Abe
Goes Down the River,” 6.

96. As quoted by Andrew R. L. Cayton, Frontier Indian mington: Indiana Uni-

versity Press, 1996), 56.
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s men g between the ntry and New ns ser
\ pec‘i agents of cultura sion. At the mogt ¥asic lev y brought
d urplus raw mater nd agricultural ucts unaviglable in the

276 Appendix A

Let comme@(t u f@' various store s
Conveyin ith s m shore to shore: o
Diffusin mmay 1t mankind,
body male the mind: . . .
ants ollect with studious S,
] to New Orleans: . . &

te a friendly trade Q
end their social ai

know would increase, an abound, # m
The bless ts of peace, thro’ pffligns round: . . .7 m \

of the oatman? His rol ississippi Valle omic
nt, te colonial time e Civil War, mge descr as
am@tai‘Only by means rawn and his Q
ote hi n Archer B. Hul ‘could these inn 1
tobadgg, and bacon have been kept from rotting on the s

s pics, and returngd with highly needed al. T n themselves
anged perspectiv%nguage, and kn ge metimes their
es—to both en the river and all s bet any Northern

ouths first wit the institution of slavery, particularly large-scale

river, the city, the South; some evelt brou me exotic mem ,

O '~ slave trading, on maiden voyages gew , and formed opi
b ¢ ions accordings ey shared sto spre rceptions about

y Society 48, no. 4 (Wint
%‘ . Hulbert, Paths o

hesis traces the Sot#'s
iverine trade, wifich en-

such as tropi uits or sugary t@ One

nickname “Dixie” to boatmen ir cy
tailed th ulation of a ten- Ne ans banknote e ned
with t ch word dix.”

T le of economic cultuyi Qange, however,vvith the
ritte#ﬂtleman in Londo eproduced in
ois,” Historlcal Notes, Journal of | inois State His-

ason-Dixon Line,
y the name of Dixy.
larity until Northern
859. President Lincoln

¢ Viount Carmel: A Po
olume of Verse A,

99. Another hypothesis vi
ile a third theory traces it to a r New York slave o
Most researchers agree that Dixie did not gain widesprea
composer Daniel Emmett published “I Wish I Was in Dixj
enjoyed the song.
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popular image of t tb atw “[TThe man hi , continued Ar-
cher B. Hulbert, ns d grotesque and terious, one of the
shadowy figure time history was bei de too rapidly to be
written.” Hul lustra ow legends redu@latboatmen’s all-too-
real challen: folksy cature: ps

how ded his flatboat . # are told that “oneQ
of his ould blister a bulla . When we inqui

fting bars and £l

sand-mile journ \l
e was “the very i \

and called out for le
overcame the 1f

ission houses, tan— ¢
s of credit and 1 es due

hen hundreds oats a

of o When we ask h

money, want of s
glutting of the m

Q

rived in the South simultffeously . . . we are med t
2Billy Earthquake is the geniwine, double acting engine,
' 1 out-run, out-swi aw more tobacco it less,
‘more whiskey and soberer than any man i
»100

mtn derives in

localities.
\ @m popular i 1m of the puckl‘sﬁ
@c from our tende observe, reco that which de-
o iates from the rmeft out, all too often; hat Co7istitutes the norm.
O '~ he bell-shaped g o of actual experi —th#he statistical distrj=
bution plotting gi¥Predomination gf hich ical and the paua#
b @ of that which is"8yceptional—thus b&les inughted in their documeymgg=
tion and recofle@¥ion. The typical hecomes th ptional, and the e
,. tional becomes the typical. First n narm of nineteenth-gentury
New Orl are replete with rt o ed reality: we ha&nple
Q anecdotemransgressions, d eries curiosities, but s smgly
little i ation on how plair¥lk live ir everyday live
are those sourc scr1b tboatmen: dlar}?ers with
an e§Ydir the peculiar, n vel writers ena ith local
%nd reporters wi ste fo sensational, we re likely to
. the numerous o ry, ent quiet young me d their long,
entful days onyer in of the swaggering hero, the brawl-
Qg hooligan, the tall tde, casional bona dventure Louis

itzgerald Tasistro’s circa-1 scription is prot

100. Hulbert, Paths of Inland Commerce, 70-71.

\
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The crew at-boa enerally composed ive or six
daredevils ed t eth with bowie-kng#aand pistols;
the sworn of [dr ¢] unadulterated wa qually alive

to the gfU y; tions ght as of a mint- J\@the loudest in
theigmpp®ase of r1ca1 performance, ati®invariably noisy

» €: theém short, a conce +@ essence of good
and ¢ ly be said to constighte'not the cream, but”

stard of ordinary 4 101

| New—Orleans

Flat es, usually little oled and preoc w1~' m
their , ded their own iences. Thus, th@y\
een d ented by others, eyes and ears s

ther than mon
gh folk tales, b
ces this dispropo

i tire group with @putation of nur
istorian Michael Allen, Tispired by Willia .
king research o ky Mountain furgrappers, more

nty accounts wriﬁy flatboatmen &elves, the goal

cterizing the /yeag the statistical bel ed c ather than
eptlonal fringes

en found that r@ﬂatbo ,
boat age to the (tivil War, were whi of m Celtic heri-
; common hand ed in age fro“éens &y twenties, and
i i r. The er were usually

ptalns from late ties to forties, or o
achelors the la arried men Wiwdren tatus that steamboats

s normalcy.

helped foster b atically speedi urn t Some flatboat
erations employdyforeign i 1mm1gran ure- 1xed blood India
blacks (both and enslaved). Women som s rode as passeng

’. : worked as coORs on larger comm opera 102

down in

The rnity of antebel tb Allen dlscovere&roke
ious levels of co, tment astes.” At the togre the
r

merc avigators” and the nt ﬂa oftmen,” who cap con-
tract editions to deli 0 to New Orlean regular
basi ey were professi wh ully managed thglr enterprises,
in their trips, hire fire p, and maintain siness rela-
'\ ips with New Oi merc ants Usually husban fathers and
4101. Louis Fitzgerald Tasistro, S/)ots and Southern s (New York: Harper
& Brothers, 1842), 1:58.
102. Michael Allen, “The Riverman as Jacksonian Ma estern Historical Quar-

terly 21, no. 3 (August 1990): 305-320; Allen, Western Rz

\“
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often pillars of the @unwe merchant navig$

no unnecessary r d nothing to do w1

279

and agents took
ose who did.

These river alists d the waters wit mer flatboatmen,”
family farmers uppl ed their main occQon withan occasional
marketing convegpalrplus harvests into cash. (The etymologlcally
mysterious “hoos ame to descnbe amateur tlatboa

the Ohj er regi

from In' ) “hoo
state.’®) Like thej

opportunities {0t caplsrn

a “steersman

“Clerk & ]ourr@ 104 Usually, cr
ornrnon oatmen,” or “hands ey were oftenti

ings on their firstggzing job (and first 1
r their fathers’, , or ne1ghbors
ere hired by age r merchant nav1g

looklng to fill

‘ d
Q} s to get his start e.”1% The opportu also
/

shot at doing s ing risky and impartant—,
~ that his peers a ers had done, an cted
¢ New Orleans d as a rite of pas! etwe

between depgi@ince and independence, betw

aried; the capta1

erhaps because so ny farmer—boatm me
y the early 183 me to mean a n that
tessional peers, eS¢ amateurs had 0 1

if i 1ntera

pl 1sed

enag twen-
-distanc help-
to t. Other

o relatlon—

1th the cargo own 111 others were ents o from other
ployment gaps. “[ 1en e t motivated,”

and a few dol-
ded the lad with
ccomplish somethin
o do. The voyag
hood and manhgads
e familiar and th

eign. Once th&¥rite had been sec nce offflalice or a handful of times,
in other endeavo

common oatmen usually
Q Bey astering r1ver ion, a man also had to nowl-
edgea sourceful, and sa apta1 re responsibilit nging
these utes to bear, but on WagdSalso had a stake i&oyage’s
suc nd played a criti ei ats had to be cor& ted prop-
er out the beneﬁt 1c1a1 ines or 1nspect10 cording to

%103 Jonathan Clark Smi’ “N t Scorn But Local The Origins of the

ord Hoosier and Indiana’s RIVCI' Inu’zzma Magazin
2007): 183-189.

104. ]acquess, ‘Journals of the Davy Crockett,” 8-9.

105. Allen, “Riverman as Jacksonian Man,” 317.
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story 103, no. 2 (June
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3

ing losses.
#ing 1 from Wheeling 1807 shipwrecked gi i
'~ capt o reconstitute th rgo in smaller fo heir n: break

/7

@modities such a n, sugar, brick;

01 New Orleans co ways be found.

IS Approachin wharf at New ans brgught the challenges of
~ claiming a ber safely poling i ace swirling river tr
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@na @e accidents that l$1 in navigating
b

ippi the unpardonabftarelessness and pe-
"106 Once afloat, 5 had to be handled
in, rot, mold, infeftaffons, and pirates. Bar-
od open; contents spilled
ew growth; “flo n[ed] sour.”"” Fgml lay
one case, minks ifigpted a docked flat nd
s on multiple ni 108 T jvestock h

one observer in 18
the Ohio and Mi
nuriousness of t
properly and p
rels leaked,
or develop
vulneral

killed

ning) made th

m oat t
e dan

sre i or gun. Whe g,
tain i i in mitigating ver-

or example, one th¥e-boat, sixteen-

ber into staves groceed to New stos m to coo-

p@ Even when sailing®ent smoothly, ca had ide whether
iS€llaneous upcou produce should ed en for standard
1rev*@or which buyers

fic. Once doc inding a trustwo cash-g@rrying buyer at the rj
time, place, Qrice presented a tense challe iven that hundr
n

other captai ing to do the sar#ng creft¢dia buyer’s market. Money
changers, Agnks, credit lines, N er fj pal players had to alu-
ated judi y. Prices could loading upstrea

loadin ew Orleans, a po ity to h wise captains ded by
diversity#ig their cargo. C cy b sundry and cru his era,

rive ers had to keep ou@.‘nterfeit money, & ¢ problem
’ o

. Ashe, Travels Performe,

un-

7. Adam Hodgso rks Du ourney Through Nogth America in the Years
19, 1820, and 1821 (Samuel Whiti ew York, 1823), 32.

108. Jacquess, “Journals of the ockett,” 16.

109. Survey of Federal Archives in Louisiana, Division fessional and Service
Projects-Works Projects Administration, Flathoats on # sissippi in 1807 (Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University, 1940), 101. w

&

' a rrive m
health sustenance and yelEbeing of the crew; pal\
mou as sunburn, dy: ry, pneumonia, a low\
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up and down the
Bureaucracy
of a wharfage fe

Nttention: dockinguired the payment
he oy ,

ge encountered the captain had to

register a “Shi ” with the one ew Orleans’ fourteen
notaries pu i ed record documented what happened (vessel
problems, attack, etc.), us for insurance p es.
Some t iyired clerks to han 11 inventory, mo nd
paperwfba in@iCating how profe lized the Weste boat m
trade had grown mid-antebellumggra*!!

risks. The city’s @nal \\
ive bumpkins flyswith ¢

irus dispropori y afﬂim
returning crews mig €
ng
any

< $
a crewmember failed in either oth. For a succe aptain o
#and ¢ evade this min of tribulations reguired not ysical ~
'~ bra navigational aa&)m also a keen bgme®ss sen -of-all-
tra echanical skills,Qonal discipline, 1 hip, f; y wisdom, m
a@earing of cautious Wsponsibility. Q

stwick Evans, wlo traveled the rivegyt e 1810@sed that the
\ @ular perception brash brawlergliitiot m@is observations.
° O‘ he boatmen of t st,” he acknowle ) m
O '~ are cons QS for their habits ot\/veari y ears were

shocke eir oaths and ¢ 9. [But nessed much ¢

b less i erance than informa previ obtained had °
y led anticipate. . . . I dd, tha@e often heard of
y the low conversation, w@d to among the boat-

% f the west; and a heir some and ﬁghti?é

Q igs. All these practi<°(e muc than they are rep
”ed to be.!3 * b
gilliam O. Stoddard am - A True Story of a G

e % (New York:
54, é
. One example is Jacquessy” Journa@Qof the Davy Crockett,” 8—2%" Notaries Public

. Orleans,” New- irecto gister (New Orleangs John Adems Paxton,
830), unpaginated.
112. “New-Orleans, Sept. 4,” Sun (Pittsfield, MA) SSctober 2, 1823, p. 2;

“Extract of a Letter to the Editors of the National Advocate imore Patriot, June 19,

1826, p. 2.
113. Evans, “Pedestrious Tour,” in Early Western Tmfvemo—ZM.
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The nu@ s st rlwich have so often b rculated,
and believ, spec cruel modes of fi ...among
the boatrrm the &re generally speakﬁam‘ue. Dur-
ing thtee of 1, I did not witne engagement,
or s% le per.

ho bore those mark iolence which
man mode of fi 1’, said to exist in
in Kentucky and essee. The society

en found that t flatboatmen

) could be descri “a Jacksonian m n ex t

o worked tireles r the main cha revel he

itali i 1 revolution, a@dern ica.”

orking the western rivers simp# offered a way to ali 0 more

than%OO Americans oy lf a century. Flat atmen th mbled
c

king Amer1cans ¢ era more than t lorfy counter-
Rlivermen Wereg much a part of t kson iety they

Allen contmue

ls oth

par&[

edly sought to esc

¢ Boatmen Were ern men. Theyh led some—
o thing of th d. They had visi ge C1t n urban
o squalor, erienced ethnic diversity. They commuted

hotlyffoiested elections of t

world is becomi savage, and m(b I
-drinking, fightj ligy 0
opular legend. plcal m

O '~ home on cks of steam-pow iverb hey attend-
ed churh™3id some even si mpera edges. They ¢
b read newSipers, talked of polititiand beaie involved in the o
y
4

t era.!’’ m
de book publisheghin the

llen S ssment:

10 t rleans and bac =
sd 1gorated and enai

A Authors ofThe Navigator, th
Q 1810s, w have concurred
s voyage [down t

rmed[,] the trader
nlarge his vessel rgo, ut again; thisis r ted,

w until . . . he s @lf do some town or vi
\ Wholesale merc drugg!t or apothecary, practic ysi-
114. Ibid., 344. =

115. Allen, “Riverman as Jacksonian Man,” 305-306, @0.








